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Pleaze Read 


Welcome to the third is5ue of Hidden Stars! For those 
of you unfamiliar with the Neo-Pagan and Pagan religious 
movements, a few explanations are in order. The term 
Neo= (rneaning new) is used to indicate many religions that 
have 5tarted relatively recently. Some of these religions 
are attempts at recreating religions of old. Other 
Meo-Pagan and Pagan religions use a variety of Sources to 
form their core philosophy. Sore examples of Neo-Pagan 
and Pagan groups are Wiccans, Odinists , Dianics and Hindus. 

For the record: Neo-Pagans and Pagans ARE NOT 
Satamsts!'!!! Please don't confuse us with them. We 
practice life-affirming religions, we do not condone or 
Support any beliefs or practices which involve the physical, 
emotional or spiritual harm of any living creature. 


News From the Editor 

_ Greetings and Bright Bles{sings! This current issue of 
Hidden Stars is the largest to date. And that's thanks to 31! 
of your Support. Every stamp and every dollar Sent has 
been a great help. If you 5ent in help and | haven't thanked 
you personally, Thank You!! PFleaze keep in mind that 
whatever continued Support you can give (as in new, unused 
5tamps and drumming up pay ing subscribers) will help keep 
Hidden Stars available for 2 long time to come. 

Incarcerated subscribers number close to 150 as of 
this writing. Not quite the increase | expected (whew!). 
Howeyer , the July / August issue of Llewellyn's New Worldz 
Magazine 1s Soheduled to print a favorable review of Hidden 
Stars. What this means is that <ubscribtion requests for 
inoaroer ated individuals Should increase once more. 


Subscr iption_ Information 
Subscriptions for thoses incarcerated are free. 
However, donations of new, unused stamps ars badly 


needed in order to keep Hidgen Stars afloat. 


»ybgoriptions for thoee in the "free-world" are $1Z 
per year {4 isSyes). PleaSe make checks pay able to 
C. Irwin. The address is: Hidden Stars, PO Box [$10, 
ENMicott City, MD 21041. 

All money received goes towards the printing and 
postage costs of the magazine. The staff of Hidden Stars 
works strictly on a volunteer bas1s, as well as Supporting 3 
zignificant amount of the cost of printing each i55ve. 


10n 
Subm1ss10ns are always welcome! Preference is given 
to (ubmissions from incarcerated individuals over 
"free=-worlders”". Submiss1on guidelines are 3s follows: 


All written submis51ons $should at least be printed' 
Please have pity on our eyes! Difficult or impossible to 
read items will probably not be printed. 

Articles of all Pagan related topics are always needed. 
Please limit the length of any one article to no more thar: 
10 typed, double-spaced pages (or about 15 hand printed 
pages). Before you write any. article that long, drop me 4 
note outlining the topic and we'll talk. Short articles 2 
perfectly fine as well, please don't fee] that you have to 
fluff out your article if it's only a page or less in lenath. 
Now some $Suqgested topics for articles are: Pagar 
Holidays, Rituals Cespecially those modified to the 
limitations of prison life), book reviews, mythology , tips 
for dealing with being a Pagan in prison [anything from 
how-to's on forming your own religious study group to 
uSeful addresses). Please keep in mind that there are more 
topics than these. If you're not sure, just write and ask. 

Poetry is welcome, but | do get a large, Steady Supply 
of it. $0, if you don't $see your poem in the very rext 
15SU8, please keep in mind that | have quite a backlog. 

Art is always in great need. Specifically, smaller 
pieces Such as what you'll Seg in the following pages. all 
art must be black and white. Also please limit the nudity 
[no visible gemtalia and no art that obviously shows any 
Sexual act). | don't mind art of that nature at all, however, 
your prison mailroom might feel otherwise - this 1s just to 
cut out that hassle. Cover art is by my request only. 
(Sorry , but everybody wants to be on the cover and there's 
only four issues a year!) 

Humorous $tuff is needed as well, Anything from 
puzzles to comics to brief stories are welcome. 

Just to let you know, the editing process of all 
sSubmissions (the written ones) is done by myself and my 
trusty $idekick - ow!, ok, ok...my talented ass15tan? 
Simster Dexter. From time to time we find a Submiss10r 
that needs a $ignificant amount of additional work before 
being published. If you receive a letter from myself or 
Sinister about an article you have Submitted, please don't 
take it personally. What we are trying to do is maintain 4 
high $tandard of quality for Hidden Stars while trying not to 
personally mess with Someone's article. It's generally 2 lot 
better if you rewrite your own $stuff, than if we do. If your 
written submission just has a few things that need fixing, 
then we'll do it here. 


© 


Deadlines 
Lammas : July 1st (Remember, articles, art and Such 


2 needed on Divination for this issyve. Anything from the 
meanings of various runes to Tarot cards or | Ching.) 
Samhain : October 1st 
***Yyle: November 15th CYes that's right, your eyes 
didn't deceive you, What | would like to Sev in the Yule 
issue is strictly art, poetry, and stories. Start thinking on 
what you would like to Send in now. If youre having 
trouble with ideas, think of what you might like to read 
over the holiday season. This issue will be £maller than 
normal, but | thought it would be nice to have. 
immbolc: January 1st 


Copyright 

All material published in Hidden Stars is copyrighted, 
1993. Copyright reverts to the author upon publication. 
Requests to reprint any item will be forwarded to the 
author when you include a SASE and one $.29 cent stamp. 


Hidden Stars Staff 
Editor : 
AsSS1sStant Editor : 
Typing: Katri 
Mailing Party : Katri & Owen Skylar 
Moral Support/ Advice: Spiral Coven 
immoral Support: Sanctuary 


Katri n'ha Eleanor 
Sinister Dexter 


Changes Within. | 

In order to save postage and time, |'m changing the 
basic way | go about getting material for the Cauldron. If 
you write me a letter, and you do not want any of the 
contents published in the Cauldron, let me Kknow!! 
Other wise, any maternal | find suitable in your letter could 
get published in the Cauldron. If youll take 2 look at this 
issue's Cauldron (page 22) you'll get a general idea of what 
goes in. (Things such as progress being made in the fight 
for religious freedom, criticisms, and so on.) If you 
definitely want 2 letter to be published in the Cauldron, then 
please indicate that in your letter. Personal information 
(like your birthday or your Mother's address) will not get 
published - unless it has Some bearing in your comments for 
the Cauldron and | have your permss1on. All letters in the 
Cauldron are Subject to editing for clarity, brevity and 
really obvious grammatical or punctuation errors. No 
unsubstantiated personal attacks will be printed. 
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A Map - First Part 

Journey through the archway of gold on fertile 
that in the heart 
leads a mind to peace 

Look 4crcss the vold in the deeply quiet space 
pleasure there find 
in your own $oul's face 

Strength and courage as all fears desist 
if you will leap the void 
of 5oul's inner abyss 

Enter your heart's gates therein to find 
time and time again until you cross 
all Seven masks of will and whim 

Colored realms here you'll fly 
until you pieroe the center 's 
pure golden mirror of lHght 

Here you may find that Self of Think 
yet this is not the wellspring 
of infinite Being 

In these realms of 5oul £0 wide 
mus10 $ings ovlear from all 


whom now abide 
You Tl find tranquility and light 


and true moments of respite 
yet not the Source of Self you Seek 
There are yet a few more steps 
to be one with the All 
2 Step no mind conceives 
into the center of sou] 
You Tl find your Soul pleased 
at rest and at ease 
if you Search the center 
of the behind light being 
Pierce here the center into the £ea beyond time 
to be here known beyond 2 mind contained 


Through here, the place where worlds and memory fail 


into the Clear Light Eternal 
The Mystery of [sis 
Invisible 

Eternal 


& Hap - Second Part 

Think you that you've achieved Soul 
while desires pull you cycles 
up, down and around, 

Think you've Success at knowing 
the ranges of mind's desires 
for knowledge and power , 
wisdom to aspired, 

Think you that thoughts can contain 
one small truth of the spirit of 
Infinite Boundless Eternal Being, 

Then hear these words and know the truth, 
truth that sets you free 
of both death and births 

Hear the Voice of Silence 
that words cannot convey - 
that voice the minds of men 
cannot with words contain 

Know in truth the folly 
of all who strive for pleasure - 
the pleasured pains of passions 
body , soul and mind 

Grasp to the truth - desire equates to pain 
if you dare attach values 
to any facet of, thing” 

Know that your knowledge 
that ranges far and deep 
never ranges near the depth 
the voice of $1lence Sings 

Dare to comprehend that mind cannot contain 
within it's spheres $o smal] 
the smallest of truths 
of Infinite Eternal Being 

Would you yet aspire 
to the Source of manifested All 
to enter the very heart 
of the Unknown Eternal God 

Then let qo of your desires 
even your mind itself - 
pierce beyond the center 
to your Soul's s1lent rest 

Enter beyond the s1lence 
to which you bring only | 
that center where you leave 
with no forms of any things 

Enter beyond beyond 
bey ond that beyond 
beyond the Great Beyond 

and there, 


To Thee, pay homage. 


Bear 


PuUuyun XMWiccandng?Pri'son 
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Being a Pagan/Wiccan in prison tis a hard struggle these 
days. Some of us have to really fight to receive the 
religious freedom granted in the "Bill of Rights.” But with 
perSeverance and patience things do work out. 

| Say this from experience. | have a hard time 
practicing my beliefs while living within "The Fields of 
Iron,” Being a Pagan by heritage, it is hard for me to get 
used to the confines of prison. | am in a dorm of 54 
inmates, and the word "cell" in unheard of (unless you are 
Sent to a Special Housing Unit, which is provided for 
disciplinary purposes). Whatever is done by one is known 
throughout the whole dorm, whether it is burning oils or 
Wghting a candle $Substitute. What makes it harder is that | 
am the only Pagan in the facility. 


In trying to keep with the "traditional” ways, | have 
found many methods of practice. | use the term 
"traditional" lightly, because my own practices include 
many varieties of the Craft. While living within "The Fields 
of Iron,” | have adapted to using a method which involves 
deep meditation and discipline in order to practice the 
rituals, spells, and formulations which have been a part of 
my life for as long as | oan remember. 

[t is hard for Some of us who reside within to obtain 
the neoessary tools to conduct a proper ritual. But who oan 
really define the "proper" ritual? As most of us know, 3 
circle can be cast through the mind, and the ways of the 
ritual can be formulated with thought alone. Energy can be 

generated through meditation, and the ritual need not be 2 
flamboyant procession to be effective. In the days of old, 
the simplest of ways proved to be more effective than the 
complex ones. 

The thing to keep in mind while traveling along the Path 
of Life is that there are two guides which hold more 
knowledge than any that which may appear to the reading 
eye. These two quides are "the Wiccan Rede” and "the Law 
of Thelema.” 

Something to remember while living within "The Fields 
of Iron” 1s that whatever others do or say to you should not 
be taken as offensive, because £ometimes when we fall 
yietim to another's ignorance, we tend to create more 
problems for ourselves, and tend to lessen the chance for 2 
real Solution. Another thing to remember is that if you let 
YourSelf be bothered, you will be bothered. 

The key to thess ways of thought and being is to 
constantly focus positive energy on the inner self, as well 
as foousing these energies on, as well as to, all things you 
may encounter. My advice to those who read this article is 
for you to concentrate on the Goddess and God, to open 
yourSelves wide to the universal forces of nature, and stay 
focuzed on the ways of the Craft. There are many forms of 
the Craft in today's age, but we all work toward the basic 
goal of sustaining love, peace, and the well-being of 
ourselves and all who we may happen to meet while 
traveling along the Path of Life. 


BleSSed Be! to all my Sisters and Brothers of Our Lady 
of the Grove, the Earth Mother, wherever your individual 
Paths may have led. 

[| am an incarcerated student of the Craft. Although, in 
one form or another , my term of "study ” has been close to 
twenty years, | stil] consider my place on the Path as that 
of a "student.” No doubt this condition of my present 
incarnation will continue (very hopefully!) until | am 
embraced by the Lord of Samhain to be withdrawn, for a 
time, from the world of the living. 

My crime was stupid. My error is being returned to 
me via the Threefold Law. My path is ever onward. Our 
Lady 1s forever understanding, loving, and vigilant in Her 
protective care of Her wayward children (as those of us 
who are presently incarcerated most certainly consider 
ourselves!), 

Incarceration is a very unique time. Some folks have 
communicated to me that it is very probably the closest 1n 
relationship to committing yourself to a monastery, an 
aSy lum or yoluntarily "qoing catatonic” in order to escape 
the mundane world to be better able to focus on the Inner 
Self. Personally , | would not go as far as to think that this 
experience Epent inside is of such "quality.” But | do see 
the parallels that some folks mention observing. "Doing 
time” in prison Mmay_be and can be "quality" time on a 
personal level. |t is entirely up to the person and that 
person's Path. 

| was told, and in turn have told others, that books, 
people, teachers, tools, Solutions, and mysteries ALL 
equally present themselves at their proper time, in their 
correct place on the Path. You need not overly tax your 
desires concerning any of these things. In my own personal 
case , one or a few of these things have happened across my 
Path here while being incarcerated. To me, this 1s a mnor 
example of "quality time” happening in prison! 

Exoept in the very beginning of my years of Study, | 
have always been 2 Solitary practitioner uninterested in the 
outward trappings of the Craft. Don't get me wrong. | 
know that they have a place and purpose, but | have been 
trying to get at "the meat” of the matter by other avenues. 
This is my Path. Inside these temporary environments in 
which we incarcerated Pagans find ourselves residing, the 
problems of the purpose of rituals, and of the acquisition 
and use of ritualistio tools and other acoouterments, are 
even less necessary to me and my personal practice of the 
worship of Our Lady. My path is a less materiahstic -- 3 
more £piritual -- path. 

Regardless of what the oircumstances or conditions of 
304. place of confinement /incarceration, | am of the mind 
that we truly digress/regress in our Path's Light if we 
allow "what is being told to us” to become fact. When the 
prison Says that you are a "Convict!" -- don't believe it! 
Rise above it. Hear it. Acknowledge it. Don't ignoro 17. 
But know that 1t 1s not trusl Continued on Page 7. 


by Fra Ch Mad 


Many Pagans (both prisoners and other wise) have very 
hmited resources. Often, if a lack of funds is not the 
restriction, administrative requlations :on buying books 
and/or limits on personal possessions will. serve to provent 
the acquiring of writen material concerning the Craft. 

['d like to point out a major 5ouroe of information: the 
library, prison and otherwise! While it's true that few 
libraries will have books on the Craft or Occult (where 
available these books are generally stolen and disappear 
rather quickly), there is a wealth of material just waiting 
to be discovered. One of the richest veins of information 
can be found in the $study of Folklore and Myth. Most 
libraries will have books on these areas. 

Even if you limit yourself to the study. of the Western 
religious traditions (a big mistake in my estimation, which 
['l address in a moment), you will find that'many of the old 
ballads, folk songs, stories and tales have elements of the 
Craft. Although Somewhat disputed amoung 5scholars, 3 
good example is Robert Graves's interpretation of the 
ballad known as "The Battle of the Trees" in his book The 
White Goddess. Graves makes a pretty Sound case for the 
ballad being an example of a Druidical or Celtic mnemonic 
SysStem akin to the Qaballah of ceremonial magick! This 
book 1s packed with info on the religious practices of the 
Celts. Graves's other work, a two volume $set on Greek and 
Roman myths, not only provides a $superb telling of the 
tales and their different variations, but also provides an 
exovgllent analysis of the symbolio meanings of the 5tories. 

Many of the older ballads contain elements of Pagan 
thought. Most people reading this will have heard the song 
"Scarborough Faire,” made famous by Simon and Garfunkel. 
The listing of the herbs -- "parsley, Sage, rosemary , and 
thyme” -=- is actually an instance where the magickal 
qualities of these plants are being cited! There are a 
number of old ballads that contain references to magicka]l 
plants and practices. 

Besides general books on Myth, Folklore, Shamanism 
and comparative religion, one excellent source of info is the 
encyclopedia! Look up the entry "Runes" for instance, and 
you got an eight or ten page desoription of the runes, and 
mustrations for three different sets of runic characters! If 
you have the time and perserverence to thread your way 
through the various cross references in an encylopedia, you 
can gann a lot of knowledge in this manner. 

AS | Said above, | think it's a mistake to limit your 
Studies to one particular tradition. Personally, while | 
consider myself a Wiccan, I'm very eclectic in my $studies , 
and include the My thologies and Folklore of all cultures, as 
well as the Study of comparative religion. One of the best 
Syntheses of these studies is the Golden Dawn system of 
classifying deities as aspects on the tree. of life. Alester 
Crowley provides an exogllent explanation for this system 
in Magick _in Theory _& Practice. Even if you don't choose to 
aSoribe to or utilize the Qabbalistio-based system of 
ceremonial magick, it is helpful to be aware of the 


giuz ALL 'P 
A LESESY 


numerous forms that the God and Goddess can assume. I've 
found that an overview of many cultures allows one to 
focus on the essential truths common to them all. Even 3 
Study of historical Christainty can yield a wealth of 
information on the Old Religion! (See |sis Unveiled by 
Blavatsky for a3 scathing analysis of Pagan elements in 
Christian ritual!) 

So don't limit yourself and overlook this resource! 
Once you're on the Path, Knowledge has a way of getting to 
you, 1f you're open to it! 


Sources: # Ballads: "The Battle of the Trees”, 
"Tamlin”, "The Ballad of Jarme Harris", the 
entire Robin Hood cycle, etc. 

* General books on Mythologyand Folklore of 

any culture, Primitive Religion, Shamanism , 

Anthropology , and Ethnobotany texts, etc. 

* Any books by Mircea Eliade, Joseph 

Campbell, Edith Hamilton, or Thomas 

BuNfinch. 

The White Goddess by Robert Graves 

The Greek & Roman Myths by Robert Graves 

The Gate of Horn by R. Lev1 

The Worship of Mithra by Franz Cumount 

The Complete Golden Dawn _System of 
Magick by |srael Regardie 

Magick in Theory__and Practice by Alenster 
Crowley 

[sis Unveiled by H. P. Blavatsky 

Jesys the Magician by Thomas Morton 

The [Iliad The Odyssey by Homer 

The Aenead by Virgil 


Aesop's Fables] 


Grimm's Fairy Tales 
The Fairy_Tales of Hans Christian Anderzor 


The Holloween_Tree by Ray Bradbury (AN 
you'll ever want to know about Samhain!) 


The Golden Bough by Sir James Frazer 


Dawning 
As the might grows zhort, 
| Sense the dawning of a new day. 
Whisper's of promises to be. 
I'm in awe of the magmficent beauty of it. 
As the red-streaked sky of day battles night. 
A chorus of bird songs greet the brightening sky. 
The $tars in the heavens twinkle out, | 
As the fading might retreats. 
Creatures of the night cuddle in the den, 
As they brace for the coming day. 
| Soak in the beauty unmatched in this magical hour , 
The hour of the dawning of a new day. 


HR 


Gestra & Vern 


This Family's Rose 
This single Rose before my eyes, 
Resembles what this family has shared, 
So tough, yet umque and beautiful, 
Growing here, where no other has dared. 


Knowing that Sometimes the Sun doesn t shine, 
Bringing a relationship into twilight's gloom, 
How | do often wonder , 

Will this Single Rose ever rebloom? 


— 


Love hurts all farmilies Sometimes , 
That's how this relationship grows , 
With dawn's new hight, my tears of hope glisten, 


Clinging to the bloom of this new Rose! 


The Rose 


The Crystal Dragon 


Dream or Revelation 
Walking on a desolate stretch of road 
Darkness of night without a Sound 
They appear Slow to a stop 
Thy mother and daughter if life : 
Words they <Epeak lost in the silence of night 
Speeding away | runneth after them 
They welcome me with their warmth 
| awaken to words of a man long forgotten 
| must escape or fee] the wrath of the cursed 
{| Sheaketh out thy window to the grasses below 
A congregation of the dammed greet me 
Whips and crooked grins as they wield their mercy 
A Stump once clear now bare the sword of my life 
Not to kill but to sever thy hands of pain 
A fall to the grass loosens thy grip 
The advance of thy youthful self 
Bearing thy whip to torture thyself 
| reach grasp but am unable to bear arms against myself 
[ lay and wither in misery 
' 6s thy youthful self wield thy whip upon me 
The burning £ensation of a $oul lost in redemption. 


Lord Charles A. Moore 


Peaceful Night's Rest 

| opened my eyes from 2 night's peaceful rest, 
Grateful to be alive and full of life's zest, 

They may have my body locked up in this pen, 

But my $spirit remains free, just as it always has beer. 
Every precious Second means too much to me , 

|t's hard to put on paper, the love of being spirit free. 
So if you're locked down you might stop to think, 

This sacred gift called life might cease with your next blink. 
Humbly give thanks to the Goddess and God 

For they are the gift givers deserving your nod. 

In them all things are possible it's not your's to doubt, 
As there's a way in, there's always a way out. 

Don't give up hope, instead give your best, 

AS then it is possible to get that peaceful night's rest. 


Peacemaster 


by FJ Bode - 


ViSUalization is the power to See in your mind's eye 
that which you need or want 50 clearly that it becomes rea] 
to you. Some call it daydreaming with a purpose. 
V15Ualization is what the Olympic trainers vse to keep their 
chents 1n training on bus and plane trips. They are told to 
go through their routines in their minds time and time again 
until thew body - their nerve fibers - know it without 
consclous thought when the time comes for them to 
perform. |t has been proven that the athletes who use this 
work better than the ones who do not visualize. Visualizing 
as clearly as you can just before going to sleep often 
programs the 5ubconscious part of your brain to work on 
Your needs as well. 

Many authors discuss using visualization as a way to 
heal your body and mind. Also as a group method to heal 
others and to help heal the planet of. pollution and 
a9gress1on. There 1s even 23 group that meets in the 
Pentagon to visualize the end of warlike aggression. They 
were part of a worldwide effort to get the Berlin Wall down 
- now they are working on peace within the small new 
countries made there. |t takes time and thousands of minds 
and one main ingredient: BELIEF. 

To work at healing one's self - relax as much as 
possible with deep breathing. Draw breath in through your 
nose - Slowly - hold a moment - the breathe out your mouth 
as Slowly as you breathed in. Do this ten times or 50 then 
begin your visualization. Here are two $Suqgestions for 
healing visualizations: the first is do not look at the iTiness 
but visualize yourself in perfect health doing all of the 
things you can't do now because of your dis-ease. The 
Second 1s to visualize your dis-ease as little food pellets 
and your white blood cells as Pac Men-type creatures that 
go along munohing up all of the dis-ease pellets. 


VivalalP5yc 


Continued From Page 4. 

In prison, the Pagan can "play the Game" of doing time 
Simultaneous to keeping the Path clear of all hindrances and 
processing Present Time to store and squirrel away lessons 
in hurmlity and humanity for that time in the future when 
the Path takes him or her clear of the fences of prison. | 
am not a proponent of being "all peace and love”, 
beatifically beaming at guards and blissfully ignorant of the 
"hardness of the reality around you”. But there are ways 
and means available to be able to ensorcell your Self for 
perSonal protection while not giving away to those around 
you your intent or purpose. 

In here | have found the most ominous threats to to the 
peace Our Lady imparts to be boredom and loneliness. The 
monotony ex1stent here can be dispelled, | have learned, by 
finding at least one concept, one - naturally occurring 
phenomenon, or one gift of that which is given by Our Lady 
to dwell upon and push to prominence in my consclousness. 
By the zimple obseryance of insects crawling across the 
concrete and steel flooring | am constantly reminded of the 
fleeting imper manence of this whole structure. | rejoice 


Now you may wonder what this has to do with you and 
being a Pagan. Well this is what you may need if you are in 
an mnstitution that does not allow you to do a ritual or have 
tools. If you are allowed some tools, you may wish to 
Y1iSualize the tools you do not have. If you are not allowed 
any thing, you can do the entire ritual at the most fantastic 
temple of your own making by following the bas1c 
relaxation and deep breathing techniques as | described 
above. 

Now that you are relaxed, you may build your temple. 
ViSualize a door in the wall of your room. Make this a 
Special door 50 that if you see it in a dream, you will 
recognize it. Now open the door. What do you $ee? 
Visualize the kind of landscape you most enjoy ; mountains , 
meadows, beach - whatever you hke the most. Now walk 
into this landscape, and close the door. Turn around and 
look at the door from that side. Does it look the same, or 15 
it different somehow? Where 1s the door located; in 3 
building, 2 hills1de, a stone wall, or Mmdair ? Memorizs it's 
Surroundings and location $so you can return to it without 
pan1o. 

Turn and look into your landscape. Look for 2 spot 
that's perfect for your temple or altar and go there. Build 
your temple or altar whatever $style you wish on this spot. 
You can yisualize using your hands or telekinetic powers. 

When you have your temple or altar built, furnish 
and/or decorate it with whatever you feel is right. Then 
ask your deity(s) to bless this place for your worship of 
them and the life force that they have given you. LCIf you 
are following the proper moon $s1gns for magickal workings, 
{| would 5uggest doing this on a New Moon night.) 
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that Pagan values in truth will continue, and | wlll 
eventually once again be free to worship Her as | run naked 
through Her grove! 

Look at this "survival” problem in prison this way : 
how long has the Earth Mother had to put up with the abuse 
all of humanity has heaped upon Her noble brow down 
through the years? While we, as Pagans, espouse to work 
toward Her renewal through love, respect, perseverance, 
and hard work, can it not be any "nobler" to give back to 
Her a rejuvenated, stronger and more informed 
Warrior-of-the-Path by using this very same rationale and 
devotion upon our Self while we have this time in prison at 
our disposa]?! 

Being Pagan, to me, means that | am free to 
responsibly respect every other being's right to occupy 
this Same Space and time with me on the Earth Mother. 
Being truly Pagan means being truly tolerant. Being 
toler ant is not being "holier than thou” -- it is being quiet, 
obseryant, informed, educated, and non- judgmental]. 
Pagans are free, loving, responsible, and respectful of ; 


others. 
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Being a Wiccan behind bars is not easy , not easy at all. 
Of course, just being behind bars imprisoned is not eaSy no 
matter what religion you are. During the past four and a 
half years that | have been incarcerated, | have found it 
rather difficult to practice my religion, but not impossible. 
First you arrive in jail with nothing to work with except 
for your memory of the things you have learned. |t's like 
Starting all over again. For Some, arriving in prison with 
nothing includes no money either. This is where | started 
here, with nothing. 

After about a year | finally met others here of like 
mind and beliefs. | managed to get a hold of a Llewellyn 
New Times and | began to write numerous letters. | wrote 
letter after letter looking for contacts and asking people out 
there in the free world to help me if they could. | finally 
began to receive Some replies. At first the replies | 
received were not good. | was told over and over again 
that because | was incarcerated that they could not help me. 
| did not give up however, | kept writing those letters. 
After a while | finally started receiving Some good news. | 
found an organization that gave me a correspondence course 
on "Basic Witchcraft" free of charge. | have since then 
completed a course on "Crystals and Stones". & couple of 
pubIshers ent me their newsletters free of charge, and | 
now write articles for Several newsletters in trade for 43 
copy of the issve my articles appear in. | have found 
* Several close friends out there through networking, despite 
the fact that we have never physically met in person. 

The biggest problem | had was obtaining books to read 
* and learn from. | have written to publishers and asked if 
they have a discount program on books for persons who are 
incarcerated. The answer | always received was no. |'ve 


[Editor's Note: 
organizations. 
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Hidden Stars has no ties with these 
Please use your own Judgment when 
corresponding with these or any group.] 


United Lodge of Theosophist 
347 East 72nd Street 
New York, NY 10021 
This offers a basic course on theosophy , designed to 
introduce theosophical tenants, free. 


The Rosicrucian Fellowship 
International Headquarters 
2222 Mission Aavenus 
Oceanside, CA 92054 
Offers 3 different courses; Rosicftucian Philosophy , 
AStrology , Esoteric Bible Study , free. 


Theosophica]l Correspondence Series 
PO BINC 
PaSadena, CA 91109-7107 


written and asked if they (the publishers) could donate 
books to the Chapel Library here at this institution. The 
answer | always receive is still ng. |'m not giving up on 
this issue, I'm $till working on it. | know if | keep trying, a 
publisher Somewhere will be able to offer Some type of 
discount to inmates, and possibly donate Some books to our 
Chapel Library. | have found a couple of organizations , who 
haye graciously pulled together and $sent some donated 
materials to my study group here. See, where there is a 
will, there is a way! 

The message |'m trying to get out here 1s {simple. If 
your like me, betind bars Somewhere, don't give up or let 
the institution get you down. Write letters to reach people 
on the outside and let them know what your what you're 
looking for. Be honest, Sincere and polite with those you 
write to, and you ll be Surprised at Some of the replies you 
will get back. Sending a SASE will help too. 

For those out there in the free world however, my 
message is this; when you receive a letter from Someone 
locked away Somewhere take a minute to consider what the 
individual is trying to say in their letter. They are asking 
for help and you are the only one who can offer it to them in 
Some form or another. They wouldn't be asking if they had 
3 choice, 

The mes5sage to everyone reading this article 1s the 
Simple fact, that we all need to work together, to help each 
other as much as possible, to share the knowledge that we 
have. There 1s strength in numbers, and the more we put 
forth that little extra effort, the better things will be for 
all of us. Let's work together from the inside out. Blessed 


Bel 


& &© & & & 


Courses on Seven different theosophical areas. N 
charge to inmates. 


Church of Light 
2341 Coral Street 
Los Angeles, CA SUDS1 
Free for inmates. A 22 course Series covering Magic 


Alchemy and Astrology. 


Lucis Trust Library 
113 Untversity Place, 1 1th Floor 
POB 722, Copper Station 
New York, NY 10276 
Write for application to order from library on loai 
SyStem. A great Source for hard-to-get books. 


Light Speed 
POB 28486 
Sedona, AZ 853356 
Free subscription magazine containing the latest ol 
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| am asked this question quite frequently , and | thought 
I'd take the time to share my thoughts on this commonly 
aSked question. Actually, the answer is very Simple, and 
most people know the answer before they ask the question. 
There is no tradition that is more correct than another 
tradition, nor is there a Single path that is any better the 
other. There is no one religion that is more correct then 
another. | onoe read Somewhere that all religions are true, 
and all religions are false. This may Sound confusing, but 
look at it this way - All truth must come from within. We 
are all at different levels of learning what the truth is that 
we Seek. Therefore, how could we all have the $same 
truths? During our quest for knowledge and wisdom, we 
are all going towards, and will eventually end up at, the 
Same unmversal truths. We choose and follow different paths 
to get to the truth. Hence, many different religions, 
traditions, and paths. Truth is what you belfeve deep 
within yourself. 

| have read Several books on Wicca, Paganism, 
Shamanism and even Ceremonial Magiok. There exists many 
varied discrepancies between the many authors about 
yarious Subject matter. | am quite frequently asked by 
different people, "Who is right and who is wrong? Which 
authors do | believe or disbelieve?” | tell them that they 
can believe them all, because they are all correct. They 
came from different traditions and paths just as we do. 
What each author Says is correct for them. 

Notice | said "them" as | referred to the authors. each 
individual needs to follow the tradition or path which works 
best for him or her. If you cannot find a tradition or 
Specific path that svuits your spiritual needs and beliefs, 
then follow your own path. BE ECLECTIC! This {imply means 
that you as an individual take what you feel is right (truth) 
and let it work for you. Just remember to keep an open 
mind, and you as an individual can learn 2 great deal on the 
never ending quest for knowledge and wisdom. The truth! 

Here 1s a Sample list of books that | Suggest people read 
and apply what they learn to what they already know. I'm 
Sure Some of you have already read these books, and 
maintain them in your personal magickal library. May | 
Suggest that you take the time to read these books more 
than onoe. You'd be surprised at what you miss just reading 
a book once. 


|. Wicea = & Guide For the Solitary _Practicioner _ 


Scott Cunningham 

2. Buckland's Complete Book of Witcher aft , Raymond 
Buckland 

S. &_ Witch's Bible Compleat _,_ Janet and Stewart 
Farrar 

4. |n The Shadow Of the Shaman , Amber K. 

S. Modern Magick , Donald Michael Krang 


To finish this short artiole up, | would like to wish you 
the best in your Search for the truth and 2 path or tradition 
that 1s correct for YOU. Just remember that the truth lies 
within each of vs. 
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Greetings once again gentlefolk. In this issve we'll talk 
about the final and most important of the elements, akasha 
or Spirit. 

Akasha 1s the element that allows magic to function. |t 
is the Subtle and powerful le force of the universe. It has 
no color, no 5eas0n or time of day, nor does it rule any 
rituals or pens} Why ? Because it is all spells, rituals and 
Mmagio. |t 1s the energy of our Lady and Lord in all their 
aSpects. It is the energy of our beloved planet. 

Think of akasha this way : you, the Craftitioner are the 
musician. The four basic elements, rituals and magical 
tools are $strings on your instrument. Akasha is the 
instrument itself. Without the instrument, you make no 
mus1io. And without Aakasha, you make no magic. 

Akasha, like any other energy force in this universe 
has it's own rules for us to follow to be able to use it 
Safely. It has It's own entropy. That is why the Wiccan 
Rede and the Threefold Law were brought into existence. 

When we work the Craft we use the energy within 
ourselves, blend in the energy of one or more bas1c 
elements through the ritual and then add all of this to 
Akasha to harmonize and amphfy and affect the changes we 
des1re. 

An example of this could be an elaborate ritual of earth 
renewal performed at 2 Pagan gathering or 23 Single person 
Sitting alone in the sacred space just saying hello” and | 
love you" to the Goddess and God. 

When w2 draw the pentagram, the Supreme magical 
protective Symbol, we See also the four elements and 
Akasha. As you-can See In the 1Tustration, Akasha 1s above 
the rest. Not as a ruler but as a coordinator , amplifier and 
harmonizer. ” 

So that's akasha (spirit). So simple, yet so elusive. 
And 50, So important to all Pagans no matter what their 
path. Take care my friends and walk the path of our Lady 
and Lord in love, light and peace. n 

Next time: Simple Meditation, (Preparing the Mind For 
Ritual) 


The Mind of the Druid 
by Dr. E. Graham Howe 


Skoob Books Publishing, Inc. 
Skoob Esoter ica Series 

19 Bury Place 

Bloomsbury 

London WC1 A 2JH England 


Reviewed by : Dorian 


| am not certain as to the price or the availability of 
this book; (| found this copy "buried" in a Seldom-used 
Shelf in the prison library here) but, most assuredly this 
book can be acquired via any reputable Supplier of such 
hterature. 

It is this book reviewers contention that words may 
only reflect a feeling felt as part of the personal experience 
of the writer /artist. The "writing" becoming "art" as the 
communicative images flowing from the psyche of the 
writer become more universally recognizable. Which is 
exactly the reason | so enjoyed the reading of Dr. Howe's 
book! «fl 

This book is not so much about the "mind " as it is 
about "words" and the different realities that words 
creats. | picked this book up, forming a preconcenived notion 
of what it Should be all about, only to happily and quite 
quickly learn that (las is quite often the case!) | was 
, Mmistaken. 

Rather than try to impress anyone by royally 


rehashing a perfectly fine example of written 
. communication | will let the introduction of this book speak 
for itself. (All emphasis and spellings are the author's.) 


"This book is thankfully about the Mind of a Druid as 
a State of being, a human being, and not as +a 
historical organization, religion, or Secular body , with 
its own dogma or creed, which indeed Druidism never 
was and never could be. 

The word Druid, said by Some to mean tree or, 
men of the trees, is taken by many to mean trees 
Iterally , but the purpose of this book is to penetrate 
beyond the veil of form to the symbolic and then the 
heroglyphic meaning of the word. 

Each word has a threefold meaning; a literal, 2 
Symbolic and a Mhierogluphic meaning, just as each 
human has an | and a me and a body, and to think that 
the word Druid meant trees literally is the Same as 
thinking "| am my body”, or "| am material”, or "| am 
my car”, and $o on. 

The 'sound ®th® is interchangeable in different 
languages with the Sound *t®. "Trees" is thus the 
Same word as "Threes". So we have men of the 
threes, men of the triads, men of the |; my 
personality ; and my body. Men of the dot, radius and 
ercumference. A human being on three levels, 
Epiritual, menta] and phy sica). 


To play with words produces Some interesting 
ideas. For instance, a Welsh word for God is Dhy or Hu. 
Hu is another word for Sun (Son) aid to have given 
agriculture to man. There are different ways of 
Spelling the Same Sound, as apparently different words 
are "imprisoned” in their own contexts. 

Human Being Jew Man Being Dhu Man Being 


Playing with words releases them from their 
straight lines and allows them the freedom to express 
more of their inherent meaning. 

A circle of Standing Stones is a circle of "| am's". 
"1, 1n the English lanquage, is a standing stone. Any 
group of people gathered together is a group of standing 
Stones or Spinal columns, each "I" being in a 
relationship of co-mutual oppos1tion. 


A final word by this reviewer: The first eight to ten 
chapters are relatively easy for one to follow as the 
concepts are presented by the author. (Keep in mind, 
although , that these "chapters" were originally presented 
as lectures and; therefore, the inflections of "body 
language” and gesture are Sometimes difficult to 
comprehend or are otherwise outright impossible to 
discern.) The latter chapters present Some interesting 
material; but, are even more difficult (for the $same 
reason) to assimilate. 

All these "difficulties" taken into consideration, the 
book $StilI1 is a very pleasant diversion from the mundane 
blaspherny of incarcerated W_ 
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Other Yorlds 
| dream about other worlds. 
About tomorrow , 
About yesterday , 
About any thing but these bars. 


When | was young the house was warm. 


Wall to wall carpet and Stingrays under the Christmas tree. 


I'd 8it on the heating duot to look out the front window. 
With our pet poodle by my Side; we were a team. 
| Only the poodle understood. 


The cold was outside. 
White Snow and blue icicles drip from the roof. 
Vietnam was out there too. 
We were lucky , it never entered our house. 


Cold, however, did enter. 
Mom overslept. 
| found her with her body cold blue and stiff. 
Mom never woke up. 
There 1s no God. 


Dad had to escape, but he could not go. 
He found min1 deaths 1n a bottle. 
| was ten, it was hard carrying him to bed. 
He must have met Mom during his escape. 
Because he cried to her all night. 


The hippies were cool, 
They protested the war. 
| discovered pot, hash, and acid. 
| had my own $0Ipte. 
At thirteen, | ended up in Jail. 
Got out. 


Then Dad tricked me. 
Took me out to dinner via the crazy ward. 


combines , Skitzoids , and split personalities all around. 


One kid got shock treatments. 
The next day he didn't know me. 
| never got Shock treatments. 
Thank God! 


Looking out the window of the ward, 
| felt betrayed. 
By the free people outside. 
They smoke and drink. 
| felt lonely, 
Tet there were people all around. 
| didn't understand. 


Freedom flew at fifteen when | moved to Frisco. 

On my own, my art turned colorful and cheerful. 
|t reflected... 

Almost freedom. 


Divorced came back to Nags town. 

At the art, school art was grey and black. 
A reflection of repression. 

Try to teach people they must be free. 


They hed: 

Telling us about freedom, 

About deformed children and broken chromosomes , 
About war , 

About God , 


They $say | commntted a crime. 
Who's crime ? 
Not mine. 
Now I'm a criminal. offender , inmate, convict, 
and most important a number. 

One of over a million celled. 
| make or break 2 political career. 

"|t's nothing personal.” 


| look between these bars. 
Out the window. 
Sitting in a cell with people all around. 
Alone in my dream, living a mghtmnare. 
Watching the people outside. 
Still, at thirty-four, | don't understand. 


John 


The assSignment was to write an article on Beltane, 
which was mostly my own fault; my tendency toward 
Yagueness often leaves me committed in ways | hadn't quite 
intended. Because my particular tradition does not observye 
Beltane per_se, it is not quite appropriate for me to write 
on the holiday. 

However , everything happens for a reason, and this 
inadvertent commitment is not to be taken lightly. And 
Since one of the major themes of Beltane is, in fact, 
commitment (union, the commitment of cne to another ; 
fertility , commitment to the future; the coming together of 
the God and Goddess; and the element of fire, directional 
commitment to action and goal), it is obvious what | must 
write. 

When any commitment, any oath, any promise is made , 
Mmagio happens. The entirety of reality changes to 
accommodate fulfillment of that oath. This is the power of 
commitment: as $£oon as the promise is made, the world is 
ready for 1t to come true. 

This is apparent in its most concrete stages: when | 
committed myself to write this article, my editor took 
action to prepare for its arrival, in a very real $ense 
depending on me to come through for her. But the world 
changes in more subtle ways, as well: my mind is 
prepared, aware of the oath; and channels of energy open 
up, directed toward that goal, already dedicated to making 
It come true. 

So what happens if | fail to meet this commitment? | 
instantly throw myself out of Syncronicity with a reality | 


Jenny Green by Tom Wulf 

Jenny Greenfields was my earthly name , 

A pretty young maiden, they sang of my fame. 
| was to have married a noble laird, 

But | got me quick-with-child upon the moor. 


| Swore ['d have none of the changeling bairn, 
So | ran to the top of the oliffs by the sea, 
And that was the last of my earthen body, 
For there | lay on the bottom of the deep. 


| was found by the s1lkies of the Sea, 
They fetched me up to the Farie Queen. 
[t was a baneful curse she lay upon me, 
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created. Not only in the obvious physical world (my 
disappointed editor having to cover my mistakes, with all 
the consequences this entails), but in the subtler realms of 
thought and energy : in my mind, which knows | failed no 
matter how | try to justify and rationalize my behavior ; 
and in the channels of enerqy | created which now carry 
emptiness, a negative and absent draining magic. 

This imbalance between myself and reality must 
correct itself, and the consequences of this correction we 
oall "The Threefold Return” or "Karma". The more gross 
the imbalance, the more jarring the correction when it 
comes. 

When the oath is kept, all these Same realities are 
fulfilled. This, as well, has consequences, as these 
Smoothly running and positive energles complete the circuit 
and bring power back to the Source: ones again, In concrete 
reality (my editor is pleased and learns to rely on me); and 
in the Subtle realm (my mind affirms my self-image as 
responsible; the energy in positive and empowering). 

So again, what does this have to do with Beltane? 
Think of the God and Goddess in their coupling; the rites of 
fertility and the Blessed Child which is their offspring; and 
think of yourself and your own beloved, and the children, if 
you have any , that are the result of your fertility. Think of 
the commitments which had to come about for these things. 
Think of the commitments to the future which fertility 
entails. Being Pagan in itself is a commitment , and fulfilting 
commitments 1s more than just an exeroise in honor. It 1s 
necessary for harmony and balance in this world. 


From the Jeweled throne in the palace of the deep. 


"Jenny Greenfields”, cried the Faerie Queen. 
"Ye have killed and Aelf changeling”, 


"So now ye Shall haunt the rivers and the streams”, 
"And eat both the Tlesh of the high and the mean.” 


And now | am an evil Faerie, 


' Fl i 
| wander the rivers and the streams of the sea, 
With my Seaweed hair and my eyes of green, 

I'N use my olaws and my Sharp pointed teeth, 

To tear flesh from bone of the young body , 


For now | am known as Jenny Greenteeth , 
For now | am known as Jenny Greenteeth... 
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Pen Pals 

if you are Interested In being put on the 
pen pai list, write your name and address on 2 
£engrate_ niece of paper from any_other 
corres pondencs. You must algo include ons new, 
unused $.29 £tampy, 

Plensse Specify whether or not you can 
receive mail from other prisoners. The next pen 
pal list will be printed in *4, 50 please make 
Sure to mail off your request to me no later 


than July 1st of this year. 


Can receive mail from others both in and 
outs ids of pris on: 


Leon Childers 51863 

El Dorado Correctional Facility 
PO Box 31l 

El Dorado, KS 67042 


Robert Melb 
179 Fulton Street 
New Brunzwick, NJ 08901 


Chris Luster 

FO Box 150-1529 

S Production Tay 
avenel, NJ 07001-1628 


Malachi Pagan 200015 
Riwoss Correctional Facility 
Fncheloe, IT 49788-1910 


tQke T. Sheggrud 231137 
F.L.C.i. - PO Box 14? 
Fox Lake, TI 53933 


Charles Blane Tatkins 
995100 K2-112 

Ellis #2 

Huntsville, TX 


Did not 5pecify whether they can receive mail 
from other prisoners. 


Rey. Ed Bollum 
$21628 Ellis #1 
Huntzville, TX 77349 


M. Boralla 

E45784 As 22 

PO Box 7500 

Crescent City, CA 95531 


Peter J. Husting 
910886 Ellis #1 
ivuntsville, TX 77343 


Thanks! 


Cannot receive mail from other prisoners. 


James "Rodeo" Buchko 

882558 Dorn N-2 East 
Testville Correctional Center 
PO Box 473 

Testville, IN 46391-0473 


Jobrny "Spider" Green 
189334 10-&a-20 

| yp 

PO Box 10 

Clio, aL S6017 


Tavie C. Lineberry 175192 
Cheshire Correctional Community 
200 hqgbland avenue 

Chesbire, Ct: 06410 


Bobby J. NManer 
154479 9-13-17 

| $8, =P 

PO Box 7e7 
Clayton, al S60156 


Gary Tettergqren 77287 
Arizona State Prison S.M.U. 
PO Box 4000 

Florence, 42 SS232 


Wh yEDoOBWefStundBAlyune!y, 


— 


bo Rog Danes, died bp Rebeot 


Today is like no other , for we are in a Special time: we 
are able to create a better world around us. We can bring 
about change, but only through unity. Together we can 
create a brighter light, which will shine out to all around 
us. Unity will provide us with a way to establish a more 
Stable and Stronger base upon which to build. 

To bring about this change, we have to accept the 
Responsibilities for all that is to come. We are the ones 
who will leave behind us a world for our children to 
oversSee. Together, we Should strive to bring about a wor1d 
of peace and prosperity -- a world that is in harmony with 
all of the Spirits, Elementals, and Deities. The Magic we 
are able to create helps to heal the wounds from past 
destruction brought about by the hands of man. Only in the 
rebirth of this Magic can we bring about 2 change that will 
bond together the strands of torn fabrics in the many 
realms that exist on different plains of spiritual 
consSclousness. The Magical loss we have suffered is 
astonishing, and if it's not repaired, the loss could be 
irreversible. 

Today there is hope, for we are the quardians of the 
path of true Knowledge and Inner Wisdom -=- a path which 
was almost destroyed by those who wish that our ways be 
banished from the world. If not for the Ancient Keepers of 
the realms, all would have been lost. We are the ones who 
have been chosen by the Deities to revive and protect the 
Folklore of the past. We are able to keep those Sacred 
beings -= the Fairies, Elves and all other Magical Creatures 
-- alive in our realities. Therefore, they live! For , like the 
Ancient Keepers, it is up to us to preserve and keep the 
Secrets and ways of our beliefs from being destroyed. 


Some people Seem to think that the world 1s theirs to 
do with as they see fit, but this concept is a forsaken one. 
We were granted this planet for our spiritual growth, and 
for the discovery of that which we have yet to learn. If we 
destroy all that is not considered our equal, like the Rain 
Forests, the trees, and the animals, then we are no better 
than those who we deem as killers of man, who we lock 
away for Such actions. Therefore, Shouldn't we also lock 
up those who destroy our world by killing the trees and 
animals, which have more right to live in this world than 
they do? 

We, as 4 community , Should band together to aid in the 
Struggle against us by those who would like to keep us 
repressed, on the Sidelines, and out of view of the masses. 
If we stand idly by and allow these people to keep us in the 
Shadows and out of the way of their own Schemes, then we 
are defeating ourselves in our commitment to all of those 
out there who have the desire to get to know their Deities, 
but are not given a chance to learn about them. There are 
those who are afraid of Such ideas because of the lack of 
information available to them, or because of the 
misconceptions put out by those who fee] that there 1s no 
place for our way of life in the world. We have the 
responsibility to preserve and uphold our beliefs. To 
accomplish this, we need to stand up for every facet of the 
Pagan-based beliefs. We need to Stand up against all of 
those who would rival against us. We are the ones who 
Should pull together in all the issues concerning the Pagan 
way of life. All of us of the Circles, Covens, and Clans 
have to Unite in the fight against our oppressors. Only 
through our unity can we bring forth a brighter prospective 
to the minds of the masses who are led to believe all that 15 
presented to them by those who wish to tear us apart. 

Whenever there is a Pagan-oriented story in the media 
Spotlight in which Pagans are misinterpreted or presented 
In a derogatory manner, many wonder why nobody Seems 
to defend or Speak out to correct these misrepresentations 
of what the press renders as factual perceptions. The 
world is full of those who feel that we're on the dark $1de 
of their beliefs, and if we don't stand up and let the truth be 
known then we're defeating our own goals of being able to 
live our way of life without ridicule or oppres510n. 

& large number of uz have been Secluded from the free 
world. We are repressed Severely, but Stand fast in our 
way of life. Although we are Seqregated from our Pagan 
Society , we are still strong in our beliefs. We do have our 
Strengths, but the struggle we face is an enduring one. It 
can be taxing on the mind, and at times we are left to fee] 
all alone, but if we join together in our constant struggle 
29ainst our oppressors, then we shouldn't feel £0 all Alone!! 

Blessed Be. 
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TheKTrutthWtheVhoile truth WandSNothinglButthlTr.uthy? 
ip Menkaol 


After weeks of professional procrastination, | have 
finally been motivated to compile £something that vaguely 
resSembles Words of Wisdom. | believe the inspiration 
Struck when a friend of mine quoted a comic he'd read 
which went, "Sometimes | wonder if I'm forming my own 
2p1mon, or borrowing Someone else's,” Hearing that struck 
a True Chord within me, and made me stop and think. Just 
how much of what we think and believe ar* our own 
thoughts and beliefs, and how much is implants of other 
people's concepts and perceptions? Today's world is 3 
chaotic cluster of different beliefs, perceptions, concepts , 
op1mons, points of view, outlooks, etc.... How does one 
Sort through it all to find out what is actual and what is 
insubstantial? How are we to know what is truly "for 
real?” | think that before we can even begin to answer 
that, we must first examine just what reality and truth 
are. 

Reality and truth are, in essence, one and the same. 
What we perceive as reality we perceive as $0 because we 
believe it to be, and in order to belieye in something we 
must accept that something as being true. 

But what is the truth of our reality ? 

We perceive reality in the way we do because we have 
been "taught" a particular concept of truth. Our parents, 
our peers, the TV, the radio, and a multitude of things and 
beings around us have Shown us a certain "way of things.” 
We have observed and listened to what was presented to 
Ys, taken it in, and with it molded and formed what we 
perceive reality to be. The greatest teacher in the molding 
of our reality has been our five avenues of physica]l 
perception: Sight, Sound, Smell, Taste, and Touch, Of 
these five, Sight and Sound have been the most profound. 
Most of the knowledge stored in our conscious mind was 
received through various patterns of visual symbols and 


Sound wavss. 
All species of animals develop conscious awareness 


with these Same five Senses. Yet if a cat arid a human stood 
Side by Side and looked at. a trashcan, how would each 
perceive it? The cat would Simply look,at it and accept it 
for the $size, shape and form that it is. |t wouldn't question 
its being or purpose. [It would simply $see the trashcan as 
being another object in the world with which it co-exists. 
The human, however, would automatically categorize the 
trashcan == what it is, why it is, what its purpose for being 
Is -= because the human mind has been taught to perceivs 
the trashcan in a particular manner. Both the cat and the 
human can See, touch, smel], feel, and taste the trashcan. 
In doing $o, both will know the existence of the trashcan to 
be true. But the perceived truth of one is different from 
that of the other. Is the perceived truth of the cat any less 
true Simply because the another truth was perceived about 
the Same object by a creature with a higher state of 
awareness? flo. The trashcan is the object, and the 
existence of the object was mutually perceived to be true 
by both the cat and the human. Neither can deny the truth 
of its existence. It is the "what" of the object that causes 


dissent. The cat, if it could talk, would tell you that the 
trashcan 1s one thing, while the human, obviously, would 


tell you it's something else. Both would be absolutely 
correct, for both would have assessed the truth of the 
object according to the frame of their reality. Now we 
have two definitions of the same truth, both different, yet 
both correct. One was perceived with a Simple awareness, 
and the other with a complex awareness. 

Does the application of complexity alter the truth of 
the objeot? No. The truth of the objeot remains the same 
no matter how many ways it's percerved. Applying the 
"what" to the object does nothing more than define it in a 
manner in which we can understand it. The application of 
that definition does not describe the object as we initially 
perceive it, but as we understood the perception. The five 
Senses which enabled us to percerve the object also aided vs 
in defining its being. This then causes one to wonder : just 
how reliable are the five Senses ? 

Not very. The five Senses are capable of being 
manipulated £o that one can be caused to percetve and 
believe any number of yarious truths and realities. 

[f you take a child and place that child, at a young age, 
inside a house that has no windows or doors leading to the 
outside, and you raise that child strictly within the confines 
of that house, then the entire reality of that chiId's world 
will be within that house. Every belief and perception of * 
truth that child knows will have been gained from inside 
that house. To that child, all there is to hfe and existence 
is contained within that house. If you, after that child has 
grown up, tried to describe and explain a tree to that 
person, that person would probably laugh at you and ins15t 
that you had an overactive imagination. If, at Some point, 2 
fierce storm arose and lightning struck and blew out one of 
the walls of the house, then, after the storm had subsided, 
when that person stepped out of the house, his/her mind 
would be totally dumbfounded and awestruck. Every thing 
that he/she perceived to be truth and reality would have 
just crumbled and have been proven to be but a small part 
of a greater reality. The truth of that person's reality has 
just been altered, and there is an entire world yet for that 


person to perceive and experience. 
We are all, in a manner, like the child in the houss. 


Everyone builds up around them their own house of reality 
in accordance with what they perceive, what they are 
taught, and how they define what they consider to be truth. 
From within this house, this frame of reality, they mold 
and form their concepts of the world, of life, and of what 
it's all about. 

Everybody paints a different picture. We Americans 
are raised in certain ways and forms. We have certamn 
habits, manner isms , outlooks, concepts and beliefs that ar? 
distinetly American. Our own American Society has 
formed the frame of truths that has become the reality of 
life as we know it. If you were to go and ask 2 tribesman 1n 
Africa, or an Aborigine in Australia, or a Highlander 1n 
Scotland what the realities of life are, you would recelve 2» 


reply vyastly different from your own beliefs, and each of 
their answers would be different from all of the others. 
This would automatically broaden your Scope of awareness. 
Nnce a person has been exposed to someone or Something 
that is vastly different from what they are accustomed to, 
it forces them to $stop and admit that there is obviously 
more to the world and life than they 've been Seeing. It's at 
this point that the person begins to venture 2 bit from their 
house and begins an examination of everything else the 
world contains. Their perception of the truths of the world 
expands cons1derably , and once they 've examined and taken 
in all the many and different things that exist in the world, 
they have accomplished nothing more than elevating 
themselves to a higher $state of tangled confusion. 

AN that | have written so far revolyes around but one 


avenue of truths: the Material avenue. The Maternal avenue 
is the avenue that the one-tenth portion of our mind which 
is considered consolous awareness travels down to form 
what we perceive as conscious reality. The world and all it 
contains are maternal objects. Objects that can be Seen, 
heard, smelled, tasted or touched. Objects that the 
consclous mind can comprehend, categorize, and 'place 
within a field of logical perspective. Though the various 
mater1al truths ars necessary for the understanding of 
mortal life on a material world, the Material avenue 1s, 
nonetheless, a dead end. One can only trave] $0 far down 
the Mater1al avenue before it will become necessary to turn 
down a Side street. Failure to do $so will either force you 
back inside your own house, or cause you to exist in a 
perpetual state of confusion. Some people never make it off 
the Material avenue. They become obsessed, caught up in, 
the mater1al things of the world. They allow these mater1al 
things to become the determining factor and foundations of 
their lives. We Pagans, and others who follow Similar 
Paths of Enlightenment, have a distinct advantage over 
most other people in this light. The $structure of our 
teachings provides, for us, a window in our houses through 
which we are able to peer from time to time and catch 
glimpses of realities outside those of our conscious 
awareness. We are aware of at least three other avenues 
of truths; the Inner Self avenue, the Spiritual avenue, and 
the Religious avenue. 

The inner Self avenue is, at {ome point in time, 
traveled for at least a block or two by everyone, 
rFegardless of outlooks, opinions, or beliefs. Sooner or 
later, everyone inevitably becomes aware of what is called 
"The Sixth Sense” or "Premonition” or Intuition.” Say, 
for example, that Someone becomes aware that 
Something” told them they were being watched, and when 
they turned around they discovered Someone looking at 
them. It's when they become consciously aware that the 
"Something" did indeed communicate to them somehow that 
they become aware that there is c£omething more inside 
them than what can be defined by the consoious mind. It's 
the Inner Self, whether a per£on realizes it or not. Some 
people categorize Suoh events as being "just one of thoss 
things in life that can't be explained.” Some people don't 
even attempt to categorize it. They 5imply accept it as 
existing as part of themselves, and give no further thought 
,.to nt. The fact remains, however, that the Simple 
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awareness of the Inner Self, however it's defined, adds to a 
perSon's Sense of truth and reality , because it teaches them 
that there 1s Something that exists that can't be explained 
in a material sense. Therefore, there is obviously more 
than just the material world. 

Some people take very keen notice of their Inner Self 
and strive to understand more about it. They become 
aware of their Collective Unconscious, and $eek to lessen 
the barriers between the Conscious and Collective 
Unconscious. By whatever methods they employ, those 
who Seek attunement with their Inner Self learn many new 
truths they were unaware of before. What knowledge is 
gained 1s unique to each individual, as each person has their 
own particular Inner Self. Anyone who Seeks the Inner Self 
will learn quite a lot of truths about themselves, and will 
become more acutely aware of the aspects of others. Their 
broadened awareness will Show them that much of what 
they See on the Material avenue is frivolous, usvless 
knowledge. 

Traveling the Inner Self avenue will inevitably change 3 
person's Scope of truth and reality. New, profound truths 
will come into play and elevate the person to a higher $state 
of awareness. There are, indeed, many truths to be found 
along the Inner Self avenue. 


Another avenue of truths is the Spiritual avenue. This 
is when Someone discovers or is taught that there are other 
beings that exist in another realm, or perhaps other beings 
that exist in our realm but in another form. Spirits, 
ghosts, wander ing souls, whatever you want to call them. 
Sore people proclaim this to be a product of fantasy. Most 
folks accept the concept of spirits existing, but maintain 
that they exist in a world, realm, or plane of ex1stence 


apart from our own. 
Just accepting the fact that spirits do ex1st broadens 
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one's Scope of truth and reality, as it Shows that not only 
does Something exist apart from the material world, but 
that beings exist apart from the material world as well. 
Most people view the spiritual world as Something that is 
unexplainable during mortal life, but will become known 
after death, so they don't dwell on it overly much. There is 
not much opportunity for these people to find truths on that 
route. 

Other folks do Seek to explore the spiritual world. 
Some people search for and discover methods of holding 
communion with spirits, and in this way various truths are 
revealed to them. A few people even ask spirits into their 
bodies, to manifest and teach them the wisdom and truths 
they do not yet know. In traveling the Spiritual avenue , one 
must travel the inner Self avenue as well. For the Spiritual 
world is always brought to conscious awareness by 
channeling through the Inner Self. The Spiritual avenue can 
be a rewarding way of learning truths, and it can change 
the frame of reality you exist in as well. But it is not, for 
Various reaSons, a commonly-traveled avenue and, in my 
opinion, not as effective or reliable as the Inner Self 
avenue. Some Spirits can be misleading, even harmful. 
Travel with care! 


The Religious avenue is, in my opinion, the best of the 
four avenues to travel. Religion makes one aware of 
Divinity , or the Divine Being or Beings. |t also incorporates 
all three of the previously discussed avenues. Religion 
places the material world and all it contains as being the 
product or creation of the Divine. |t makes the body 2 
temple or conductor of the Divine, and teaches ways of 
growing with the Divine by allowing the Divine to manifest 
within the Inner Self. |t also attempts to at least give you 
an idea of what the spiritual world is, what the Divine has 
made it to be, what it will be like beyond death. Some 
Religions even teach you how to contact the spiritual world, 
and how to be a part of it while $st1 alive as a mortal. 
Religion 1s a Structured system of beliefs and theoretical 
poss1bilities built up around a truth, or number of truths. 
Indeed, a great deal can be learned from Religion. The 
problem, however , with the Religious avenue 1s that it car 
be just as confusing as the Material avenue. | will use 
Christianity and Paganism as an example. 

|t is, for the most part, well known that Christianity 
and Pagamsm are in direct competition with one another. 
Christians claim that there is only one God, that .he is the 
God of all things, and that anything not conforming to God is 
in Some way Satamc. They particularly put down things 
Such as polytheism, 1.e. Pagamism, as being "Master works 
of Satan,” and Pagans as being "the Greatest deceivers of 
the world.” Pagans, on the other hand, practically scream 
that they don't even beheve in Satan, much less worship 
him, that there is no concept of "Hell" in their religious 
Structure, and that monotheism and its teachings are 


counterproductive, contradicting, and generally a crock of 


Sh#t. 
Yet, with all the competition and theological dissent 


that exists between the two religions, | See Some parallel 
Similarities as well. In Christianity there are 2 number of 


different denominations. Baptist, Methodist, Lutheran, 
Protestant, Mormons, Jehovah Witness, etc... In Paganism 
there are a number of different traditions. Gardner1an, 
Alexandrian, Dianic , Celtic, Nordic, Equyptian, etc... 

In Christianity , each denomination claims that it 15s the 
correct denomination, and theirs is the correct 
interpretation of the Holy Scriptures, and that the others 
fall short of the mark somehow. In Paganism, Some claim 
there is no right tradition, Some claim that only the 
traditions that can be traced back thousands of years ares 
genuine. Sorne claim that nothing outside Hereditary Crart 
is genuine, and many claim that their tradition is right and 
all the others miss the mark regardless of what anyone 
Says or thinks. 

Between all the different denominations and traditions 
and claims of who is right and who is wrong that ex1st 
within both religions, a person Seeking the truth about 
Divinity could very well end up in a mental hospital! Again, 
what it boils back down to is sorting through it all and 
finding what 1s actual and what is insubstantial. The fact of 
the matter is, there are undeniable truths that exist within 
both religions. 

Noah's Ark is a truth from the Christian Bible that 
cannot be argued. The boat was found precisely where the 
Christian Bible $said it would be. Finding the boat there * 


. doesn't necessarily mean that it got there exactly hke the 
Cnristan B1ble Says 1t 419d, but there 15 yundenlably Some 
truth to the story as well. 

The $same is true with Paganisemm. The Egyptian 
Pyramids, the Aztec ruins, Stonehenge, and 2 number of 
other things give solid evidence that undeniable truths exist 
within Paganism. 

So am | to dismiss the truths of one religion Simply 
because the context in which they're found does not 
conform to the beliefs of my own religion? | think not. 
Truth is truth, no matter what Shape, form or context it 1s 
in. To deny on truth and accept another not only limits the 
Self, but deceives it as well. |t would be folly to do 50. 

The fact is, all religions contain Some truth. &As well, 
all religions are, in Some way or form, intricately woven 
together and interrelated. They all contain pieces of truth 
that are a part of a Greater Truth. lt's like a web. All the 
paths and avenue that lead to truth are strands of the web 
that make up its rings. The truths themselvyes lie on the 
borders of each ring, and the Great Truth lies at the center 
of the web. The Spinners of the web are the God and the 
Goddess. Theres is only one God, and there is only one 
Goddess. They are without shape or form. They are like 
endless massSes of cloudlike energy which contain 
intelligence and willpower. They are Divinity. They are 
the esSSence of all Life and all that is, They encircle the 
universe and all existence. All the various gods and 
goddesses ws know == 1.e. Zeus, Diana, Pan, Aradia, 
Jehovah, Bhudda, Isis, etc. -- are merely different 


* manifestations of The God and The Goddess which we ca 
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Hide behind this mask 
& mystery 
. Behind the veil of darkness 
But it's really not 
An 
That bad is it 
We all leave this place 
Someday 
| think al 
That really matters 
[= that we 
Lie 
And what we do 
Along the way 


Draco Katana 
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understand and relate to as mortal beings. They all, 
Iney1tably , point to the center or the web. They an orrer 
different Pathways to the center. 

If you are a Seeker of truth, then Seek it wherever it is 
to be found. Walk along all its avenues: Material, Inner 
Self, Spiritual, Religious. They all contain truth, and all 
truth is relevant to the Greater Truth. 

Search the teachers of all religions as well. That 
doesn' t mean you shouldn't be $sSteadfast with your own 
religious beliefs, {it $simply means that you <houldn't 
discredit something just because 1t doesn t conform to your 
beliefs. Give other teachings a fair and honest examination. 
Look with an open mind and 4 critical eye. Let the wisdom 
of your mind, heart, and spirit be your quide. You will then 
find that sorting through it all and finding what is actual and 
what 1s insubstantial is not as difficult as it may Seem. You 
w1ll, indeed, be able to form your own opinion of what you 
perceive to be honest fact -=- not the interpretation or 
opinion of Someone e1se. 

[t's really quite <imple. Walk the rings of the web. 
Examine what lies on the perimeter. Then, when you have 
learned enough, find a strand and follow it inward to the 
next ring. Take your time. Go Slow and easy. There's no 
hurry. | think you'll find that, by the time you reach the 
center , you won t need the material world anymore. 


Al 


A Conversation Between Friends 
by lan Theofrin ap Doland. Druid 


| walk the many dimensions of this Earth freely, as | have $0 many times in the past. Yet, this time there is a 5ense 
of emptiness as | follow the well remembered path. 

In an arid desert, which now glows In the dark, | come vpor an old and beautiful friend, She lies prone now, much of 
Her radiance faded. Her hair, once the envy of all the forests of Earth. now exhibits a dull green color. Her 3kin now 
appears a Sickly brown. She is tired, Her burden heavy. Great tears stain the fair cheeks. Spasms of pain wrack the once 
beautiful body. 

| have met Her many times before when Her beauty was great beyond all human measure. Still, even now She 
appears as a beautiful Maiden, Woman. Aged Lady. No matter Her aspect or Her obvious pain, She $till exhibits the beauty 
beyond description. She is Beauty Incarnate, despite the ravages of Her illness. Yet, where once the smell of flowers and 
green woodlands filled the air in Her presence, now there is the faintest odor of decay and destruction mixed with the 
5mell. 

| knelt at Her Side and touched Her face gently. The Great Eyes opened and looked full upon me. Despite the tears and 
Her obvious pain, She smiled at me and | was transported to realms of beauty once known on this Earth, but no longer. 

Her melodious voice Shook, then Steadied as She greeted me: Bright Blessings. old friend. 

'Blessed be, Great Lady." | replied. "Why do you weep?” 

For my children, many of whom are dead, killed by my brightest.. who even now murder themselives and me * 

"Can you not stop the killing?” 

No longer, old friend. For my children no longer recognize me. Ano without their recognition, | too am dving * 

'oreat Lady, you cannot die for you are 5till too young, too fair.” 

Not for much Jorger now Old friend, Druid mine, hear me now For millennium was | young and fair and | nurtured 
all my children, but no longer can | do 50. it is a losing battle just to sustain myself.” 

Surely, Great Lady, with your Powers. you can Survive for millennia yet to come. 

"Were it ever 50, friend Druid. Alas, it is not 50 any longer. For two hundred of your years have the youngest of my 
children, in the name of the gods Progress and Profit, dene all thev could to diminish my Powers * 

'You 5peak of the Race of Man?” 

'Yes, | speak of the arrogant Race of Mani” 

The eyes closed momentarily as a Spasm of pain racked the ofice beautiful form. "Hear me, Druld mine. My life bioog 
can no longer freely flow. My veins are blocked by 2ludge and porzons and chemicals My skin burns from lack of 
protection, My lungs cannot breathe the pure air that once was. The cutting of my hair, green and glorious, prevents the 
needed amounts of oxygen from being produced, There is 2 qreat, crushing weight over all my body from tons of concrete 
and steel. Too many feet now walk my surface and | can no longer sustain them all.” 

'Have you no heſp?” 

"Only a few, Such as yourself, now remember me. Those who would Sustain me and return to me the gifts | once 
gave them $0 freely have been destroyed or alienated from this realm.” 


"Surely the works of the Old Ones could restore you." 
"Nay. For the Race of Man have now created a vacuum in the Universe by their denial of the Fowers of Old.” 


My heart filled with sorrow and then rage. | wanted to destroy those who were destroyirig the most Beautiful 
Creation of Life, the co-Creator Herself. 

Nay, my Lord Druid. Your hatred only feeds their egos and their desire to destroy.” 

11s there nothing we can do to ass1st you?” 

You can try to Spread my word, but only one word has beer ]istened to for many years. The word dominion, giver 
by the Lord Habriry and his s8on Prince [asus, 1s the only word Manking Seems to understang.” She cioged Her great eyes 
and | knew She rested to gain strength to continue. Tears filled my heart as well as my eyes. They were not for me, they 
were definitely not for Mankind. 

| wept for the destruction of beauty, the alienation of the very Forces of Life. | wept for the brother friends of other 
Species, gone now, never to be Seen again. | wept for the Streams, the rocks and the trees and all the natural processes we 
destroy every day. | wept that the gods Progress and Profit and Greed had brought us to the destruction of She who 
SuStains us. 

'Rest well, Great Lady. For you are my Mother and | do not want to see you dead.” 

Even as | Spoke these words and bent with great love and warmth, to kiss the pain wracked brow, a great mass of 
the beautiful green tresses Shriveled, turned white and fell from Her head. | head the death screams of millions of trees. 
A large bruise appeared on the perfect abdomen, and through the $ovnds of massive explos10ns. | head the very FOCKS CY 
out in rage and frustration as they were blasted from existence in sacrifice to the god of Progress. With the death knells 
of the 'lesser” species | heard hymns of praise from every church, temple and Synagogue of the lands of Earth 

| hung my head in Shame, in remorse and great burning tears flooded my face and dropped upon the prostrate form. 

One beautiful eye opened and faintly did | hear: "There 1s $till a chance, but time runs swiftly, friend Druid. Weep 
not for me. Weep instead for my children, both those destroyed and those who are destroying themselves.” 


The Cauldron its an open 
space for discussion of topics 
concerning The readers. 
Hidden Stars recerves the 
right to edit for clarity and 
brevity. Te will not print ary 
ursubstantiated personal 
attacks. 


Greetings Katri, 

Those that read Ir; a previous isSUe 
of Hidgen Stars [#2] the *Pledge to Pagan 
Spirttuality' , Submitted by Gestra with the 
agdged notation of *actual author unknown”, 
might be interevted to know that a $ilghtly 
different version of this document 1s 
Included in the earty pages of Lady Kisma 
K. Stepanich's book; The Gaia Tradition: 
Celebrating the Earth in Her Seagons. (lt Is 
my SUpposition that Lady Kisma originated 
ſt and [that] various other folks - chief 
amongst them being Lady Sefjena Fox at 
Circle Sanctuary have *adapted*” this 
document to help unify and bind the Wiccan 
village/Spirit/family closer together. 

Circle Sanctuary is centered a 
refatively new concept of 
village/Spirit/family (The Pagan Spirit 
Alllance): A listing of various Pagans that 
wish to align their healing Servicing Spirits. 
The P.S.A. is an off-Shoot of the good 
works carried on by Lady Selena and the 
good folks with her there at Circle 
Sanctuary. And | believe that it was 5he 
that *adapted” the "Pledge to Pagan 
Spirtuality* as it has appeared in the last 
[sSUe of Hidden Stars. 


| \ 
Doran 


Hailsa| 

| received my first copy of Hidden 
Stars two days ago and devoured it 
forthwith. I've heard a lot about you and am 
honored to be So unexpectedly included on 
your mailing list. My recent transfer has left 
me feeling all but |sotated. 

Eidden Stars Is fabulous! The 
magazine has the proper mixture of insjght, 
humor, and information, I'm gtad at tast a 
forum exists where both the new and the 
Seagoned can Share their overcomings and 
hard-won wisdom, the moming Songs of 
Souls reawakened. 

You've Gone a fine job and 


Something very positive will come of this I'm 
3UT8, 

It does not Seem that you have any 
3{irong Odinizt controutors, It dovs 328m, 
however, you are receptive, No guarantees, 
but perhaps | can lend a hand in the future. 
I'm working in Some other areas right now 
and the changes wrought upon me by this 
transfer do not allow the creative free time | 
have been u$ed to (and don't | hear about 
It1), Are you ever open to Simuttaneous 
$\Hmis$iOnNs or reprint? 

Katri, thank you again, | look 
forward to the next is3Use of Hidden Stars. 

Wassalll 


Richard 


As 9 told Richard, Hidden 
Stars welcomes submis3ions bazed 


upon any Pagan religion, not 
just Wicca, -X 


Dear Katr) 

Greetings! | am an inmate in a 
Federal Corrections Institution in Sheridan, 
Oregon. Aﬀer reading it [Hidcen Stars), | 
wanted to write and thank you and your Staff 
for the wonderful job you are doing. The 
prison Pagan community can only benefit 
from what you are doing and | wanted all of 
you to know that your efforts ars 
appreciated! 11] probably be Sending you 
Some Short Stories, Poems, DOOKk reviews, 
Sabbat information. etc... In the near future 
for conSideration for Hidden Stars. 

The Federal Bureau of Prigons Goes 
not recognize Wicca as a reſigion. Lately, 
more and more State prizoners are winning 
their rights io fgious freedom. while those 
of Us in the Federal System are gefting 
nowhere, | am currently trying to get this 
Sifuation changed! Hopefully it will Be $00n, 
| will try to keep you and your readers 
informed as to *our* Situation and the 
outcome when it comes about. Currently 
there is no Federal Prison which allows it's 
Pagan inmates to fully practice their chosen 
religion or path, 

in closing, | would again like to thank 
you and your Staff for the wonderful job that 
you are dcing and may the Gods Smile upor 
you and this project as well 
Bright BlesSings and Light! 


Rowanoak 


Greetings; 

| read that you are a group designed 
for incarcerated Pagans. | am retatively new 
to Paganism, but | know from what |'ve been 
reading that this is the Spiritual outlet that 
I've been craving for 46 years! 

Some one Oul of kindness gent me A 


copy of the The Truth About Witchcraft 
Today by Scott Cunningham, and after 
reading it. first, | was only able to cry for joy. 
and then ſrustration for not having found 
this joy 40 years ago. | have $0 much to 
loam. | feel | have a lot to offer too, | need 
rexpon3sÞble teachers to guide me and 
nurture me to wholenesSsS, Please put me 
on your mailing list, I'm Serving a life 
Sentence In Michigan. I've been locked up 
In Michigan Since 1962. La$t year, the 
Parole Board told me that in another 20 of 
25 years, when the State Trooper In my 
cave dies, then | can begin looking for 
$0me 30rt of parole, 

There are quite a few other Pagans 
here too, I've got a list of about 15 people 
ihat want to read the Cunningham book. 
There are 4 of 5 of us who regqularty go out 
of our way to obverve Sabbats and Expats, 
as best we can under these conditions that 
(3, 

Rest asSured that | will Share any 
and all ſRerature that you Send me with my 
brothers heſs, and 30 far , {here is even ons 
female officer that Is interexted In what we 
are talking about. We are trying to nunure 
her fo *Sponsor us with the chaplains office 
here $0 that we can get a reſigious Stucy 
room available to us 5o that we may more 
formally discuss and Share our varnous 
levels of knowledge and wisdom about the 
Goddess and God. 

There Is one point that I'd Ike fo as 
of you, and that is if you could print in your 
new3Sietter. to have as many people a3 
want to, to please write to the Director of 
the Michigan Department of Corrections. 
and explain to him in brief terms. that we 
are NOT Satan worshipers, or demonic 
anyihing. That we are peaceful. and 
wholistk and trying to be as In harmony 
with Nature as we are able. The Directors 
names and acddress are as follows: 


Robert McGinnis 

Director, Michigan Departmemt of 
Corrections 

Grandview Plaza 

Rox 30003 

LansSing, MI 48913 


I'm looking forward to your 
magazine. 


Nemo 


Dear Katr, 
| recently got your new3Sielter in the 


mail. Sorry to Say | was denled the 
newSletter. [They] $aid | was not allowed to 
have it. So my religious material is being 
denied for Some reagon here in lowa. | 
wanted to let you know that | can't have 
your new3leſler. Pleave give me YOUr 


advise on this matter. Thanks. 


Jeff 


{f has been $ent excerpts 
the "Ways to Win Your 
* articles 


Religious Freedom 
previously published here. 


Dear Kati, 

Thank you for Sending me a copy of 
your newsSietter. It's great! By any chance 
do you have a copy of the very first is3us 
you could Send me? 


I'm encioSing all the Stamps | have at 


the moment but I'll end you 90Me more as 
SOON as | make commissSary: And I1] pas$ 
the word around about your financial plight. 
| dont want to $86 any new requests be 
tumed away because of a few dollars 
SOmeone ele Could make up for. 

I've always felt that educating 
prisoners about Paganism was a great way 
to educate the public as a whole. Here you 
have over, what a million [incarcerated] 
people? | know there are over 50,000 
convicts here in Texas alone. Let's Say yOu 
educate those 50,000 (not convert them, 
mind you, but educate them to who Pagans 


are and what we believe). Those 50,000 tell 
their frends and family and before you know 
it Pagan perSecution becomes a thing of the 


past except for a few die-hard 
Fundamentalists. 

America has always valued 
education to Solve her problems. Why is 
that? Because it works, that's why. 
Paganism Is not evil, any more than rock-1- 
roll, Sex, or the measles. We are not ant 


Christian, we are just non-Christian. We are 
no more devil worshpers than the Buddhists 


and Confucionists. 


Well, 11] clo$e here and hope to read 


your next iSSUe (from cover-tocover) in the 
near future. Cool! 
BlesSed Be, 


Justyn 


Copies of the first 
isSue of Hidden Stars are 
not available at this time (9 
have no money to make reprints). 
When money becomes available for 
reprints, I'll let y'all know. 


To the Editor; Katri n'ha Elganor, 
Well the deal is this, | would like to 


be taken off of your mailing list, it $8@ms the 


more | Study and read about modern 
Wiccans, ihe more It Sounds like backwards 
Christhanity. And your deal about *'We Are 

_ Not Satanists' type attitude is weak |f 


you're going to play Pagan then be for real. 
And If you're not going to have re$ponsDllty 
for the dark as well as light, your AsSSistant 
Editor better think of a new name other than 
"SiniSter", 

It $8@ms fo me you think these 
realms are fun and Games, Go ahead keep 
PFcking around and $00ner Of fater yOU re 
going to end Up In ihe wrong world, May 
Lokd and Sur Send you their ble$$INgS. 

Mail Satan 


Shadowspawn 
Ahem..., who's calling 


who a 
Like, 


the dark as well as the light. 
There are many Pagan deities 
who this (Hecate, 
Xall-Ma, Pluto, Morrigan, to 


name a ſew). 
Evidently, your $tudies 
about modern Wiccans is lacking 
a great deal. My Assistant 
Editor's name is Latin for 
left (sinister) and right 
(dexter). ing that he 
is an English grad Student with 
a Sense of humor, the name was 
irresistible. His name is 
certainly no more preSumptuous 
than your name. -X 


Greetings, hg 
In response to James 3mith's r 


[H.S. #2], | too am on Ferguson Unit, and 
fully confirm everything in James istter. | 
know James pergorally, and we have been 
Struggling the Same Struggle a good while 
now. James and | are housed on opposite 
ends of the unit, Dut we are able to talk on 
OCcagion and are aware that we are trying to 
achieve the Same ends, 

BeSidos ihe 25 Pagans James 
mentioned, there are an additional 7 on the 
north end, and a handful of others who nave 
expres3ed a CoSire to learn; but don't have 
the re$0urces or materials available to do 
SO, Most of the South end Pagans are 
Wiccan. 

Chaplain Saffe| is preciely as 
James dexcrbed him. | too, am aware of 
the conSpiracies he has inStigated, | fee! 
that it is appropriate to mention here Some 
things that were not mentioned in James 
ſetter. | was not aware of the ciass action 
tawSuit James Spoke of umil| read his letter. 
| am aware, however, of what he's going up 
against, 

Fact: Chaplain Saffel uSed to be a 
cop. A Texas cop, from what | understand. 
and he knows the legal SyStem forward and 


backward. 

On any account, now you have 
Some idea of what James and | and the 
Others here going wp agandi; and why we 
mu$t tread very carefully with what we're 
trying to do, It is not of one's better interes1 
to light fires Beneath the feet of all the head 
haunchos. It tends to make one's day to 
day iife an actual living hell. Don't get me 
wrong, James and others who are 
Somewhat known around the unit as being 


Pagans are going (0 ride the heat if 
anything heavy goes down; and are willing 
to do 30 if it means that thozs who come 
after Us will de able to enjoy their 
ConStitutional Rights fully upheld. But 
preferably, we'd like to get things 
accomplisghed with as little trouble as 
posSDle. That is one of the reaSons we 
are appealing to people like Andy Collins 
and other out3ide agencies for asSiStance, 
if enough heat comes down on the 
Ferquson Administration from outside 
agencies, they will have to eventually give 
In and bet Us have a place to worshp, #1c... 
| hope everyone who reads this will lend 
their SuppONt, 

. One final thing. James, | peak on 
behalf of all the Pagans down here on the 
South end when | Say we fully Support you 
all the way! If there's anything we can go 
to as$is, just ſet me know and Il Spread 
the word. The bet of luck with the fawsul, 
and may we all enjoy a brighter future of 
Circle Worship! 

In Love and LN. 


Moonhawk 


Katri, / 

My name is Craig Ppps, als 
known as Lone Wolf! I'm an artist and 
Wiccan. | always have people a3king 
"Why did you decide to be a Wiccan or 
Pagan?” My Story isnt unique, but it's 
Seidom a$ked! People always asK 'Why' 
you leave Christianity?* | didnt! Most 
people think Pagans ares rebeiling 
Chnistlans! | am an #x-Satanist! No-one 
ever conSiders why we left Satanism. 
MoSily becauve we are accuved of being 
Satanist. We are not! 

My whole life | was into Satanism 
until | hit prison. | never New Love of 
happinesS. All | knew was hatred to all 
mankind and everything around mySeff. 
including mySeff. | leamed (in Satanism} 
how to manipulate people to the point 
where | could meet a total Stranger and talk 
himiher out of money in a matter of 
minutes. | saw a ot of marvelous things 
done by the Powers of Evil and Darkness. 
All equal to what I've Seen In Paganism 
(which has been limited becauss of 
prison}. 


However, that was all fing and many SOUrces, old and new, has never been 
dandy, but It tacked one Special Ingredient. proven to predate Gerald Gardner, and 
The love and kindness of the living heart and none could argue they are not Pagan. And 
celeSiial SOul. Being moStly indian, | was most important, a huge number of Pagans 
given and Indian name by family and follow the paths of their own discovery - 
friends: Lone Wolf. Because of the hatred pieces of everything and recreations of 
In Satanism, the name fit at the time. Now in nothing - won after intense peronal fourney, 
Wicca, it did not. | came up with *De-Rainy*, and find their home in our community. Can 
which fit (| thought) rather nicely. However, Such a richly varied religion have $Uch an 
| have now reverted back to my 'Lone Wolf exclusive definition? 
[.D. decause of a rather unique look at "Neo-Pagan' does not even belong 
mySeff. The God and Goddess gifted me in that Sentence, as the prefix ' neo-' Means 
with the ability over winds, a foregeeing gift new” and obviously exciudes ancient 
but only in dreams, and the ability to hep religions, 
couples in refationships. | had Such a hoke My apologies, Lady Katr, but | do 
from Satanism, that once filled with Love not feel SyYncronicity in that Statement, 
and Light, cannot be emptied again! | can 
give couples the love they once had by My $econd point of contention 
conversSing with them. involves Moonhawk's description of * Game”. 
However, | cannot SuStain a | feel obligated to point out, as an inmate 
refationship of my own. | fall In love with my$ef, that "Game" does not exist, The 
everyone | get involved with, Usually, conceot Is a creation of inmates in an 
theyre Scared away. The love of our Lord attempt to give credbillty to their 
and Lady is usually too much for them to manbputative lifestyle. | would like to assert 
handle. | have decided in Saving my jove that this lifestyle has no credbilty, and 
for the Lord and Lady and for our planet. Inmates have no Special comer on the Two things of great Imponts to 
Mostly the animals. To me, my Shamanism manipulation market. Whether incarcerated convey. At this institution we have a mult} 
given name is right on the money, $0 to or not. there is nothing e$oteric or infttatory religious Study group that we have going. 
Speak. about using, hunting and manipulating At prevent, the Chaplain and the Deputy 
Be kind to your natural Surroundings; people, and there is nothing that a *non- Warden have approved it, $0 now it is Up to 
plants. animals, the earth, Sea and Sky) panticpant (to uss Moonhawk's phrass) the Warden for final approval. It books very 
Be in Peace and Property, knows that your ſaw-abiding citizen of at promising. We have a open-minded 
eat marginal intelligence does not, Huning IDbrarian, a very beautiful "Pagan Sensilive” 
Craig Pipps, aka Lone Wolff people in prison Is not and never has Deen tady, who allows Us USe of half of the [Drary 
vl neceSSary for Survival in a 'Strange, for our *fellowship* meetings. 
i competitive world.” and it is not in any The Second thing is that we are 
Greetings aspect different from hurting people Sneaking openly to create a Federally 
It appears | must reluctantly cast elS&where. All prison boasts is a higher recognized multipath Wiccan Church into 
myself In the unenviable position of being percentage of people who have been caught our facility. Thanks to the Universal Life 
the dis$ident voice among the Stars. My going it Before, Church, with a tax exempt number and 
opinions are merely that: mine, and they My apologies, Moonhawk, but legally ordained miniSters, 
cany no weight other than that the forces of neither do | feel harmony from your Bright Ble$$ings of Love, 
this world choose to give them. Statements. 
| will also refrain from listing any | enjoyed very much the firs! two The Healer 
credentials, as those are $0 easily fabricated 1I$$Ues of Hidden Stars, and | hope | will Be 
in the Pagan Community and my words allowed to writs in these pages again. | 
could be equally incorrect regardiess [of] promise | will not make contemion a habit, Greetings Katri, 
what coven has initiated me to what degree. for even in prion the Pagan world is a Tocay was a blesSing for me in 
| musSt take exception now to two beautiful and powerful place, and thoss who more ways than one. To start with | 
main ideas prevented In the first and Second find their home here Share a world that received your Newstetter which | did find 
1$3Ue of Hidden Stars, transcends the bars. informative as well as refaxing to read. 
The first involves the definitions of Then | received a letter from my $0N. | have 
Pagan” and *Neo-Pagan” under *Please Finn MacCool not heard from him in 10 years and that 
Read” inSide the cover. Pagans do not by topped off my day. 
any means as a ctass tay ctaim to the The article (A Prison Aﬀar) was 
unverifiable position of tracing their origins ; most rewarding to read, and the first time 
back to pre-history, Or even trying. Some we tried to put together an aitar here in the 
Qo, of course, and they are an integral part * Texas State prison, It would be taken by the 
of our religion. However, a great number of official, If each item was not bought in the 
Pagans would be offended even at the on the DPlease Read” $tatement. commissary, it will be taken. An altar would 
SuggeStion. The Church of All Worlds, a That $ection is placed $o that be con$idered contraband. | had a hand 
very Pagan and life-affirming organization, it hope catches the crafted $ilver pentagram made here and 
traces it's origins back to the publication of attention 0 any woull-be Sent to my Mother $0 She could Send if to 
the book Stranger in a Strange Land, ca. censor (as in the prison the chaplain and then he had to Send it to 
1963. Are they not Pagan? Even Wicca, mailroom). Trying to explain the propeny officer and then the property 
" although using eclectic information from Paganism to those unfamiliar in officer gave | to me. All that was ſust to 


obtain a pentagram. So you can $60 where 
an aſtar would lead to. 

Today | wrote to the Chaplaincy here 
on the unit and let them know that we as 
Wiccar/Pagans are being discriminated 
against. We were denied a 
teacheriguidetinstructoricounseltor or 
whatever name they want to put on the 
perSon that wanted to come in and hold 
religlous ceremonies for the few members of 
the ADF. [f we are denied our religious 
rights, | would be forced to take them into 
COUrt. 

BlesS&d Bg 


Rev. Ed 


Dear Katri 

{ want you to do me a favor, okay? | 
am writing to you, as | have done $0, $0 
many times before, but | understand that 
there are more people to thank for their work 
with the Hidden Stars, could you do me a 
favor? Could you thank Owen Skyler for the 
great poem, and for the cover art, the 
homed one looks great by the light of the fuil 
moon. Thank you Aynann Mardok for the 
listings of the books, it is Something that 
many of us look for, becauss | is great to 
have a little inSight as to what the books are 
about, before ordering them. Thank you 
Moles Stormbringer, for Green Man #3, it's 
beautiful, almost as beautiful as your name. 
Thank you Rowee ... just kidding. Thanks to 
you Rowaan for the {mboic Ritual, well done! 
Can | copy it into my "Book of Shadows*? 
Thanks bs to Bear and Tiger, and to all who 
have hebped In the mailing of the Hidden 
Stars. It is to you | Sing my praise. Thank 
you Sinistor Dexter for the work you ars 
doing to $89 that our poems and anKcies ars 
correct grammatically and Spelling wiss. 
Thanks to Spiral Coven, becauss | really 
appreciate all that you are doing! And thank 
you Scott L. for being Katri's first ... paying 
Subscrder that Is. And thank you to all that 
are part of Hidcen Stars, all who are a part of 
| today, and who will Þs a pant of it 
tomomow. Thanks to all of you, Because 
through this Great Thing, you all have given 
to me and to $0 many others. 
underStanding. 


JoSepn 


